
   

  You may have seen a recent bill-
board or similar graphic in a magazine ad 
asking this question and wondered what it 
meant. 

 The answer is simple.  Prevention 
Network has recently received OASAS fund-
ing to heighten community awareness on the 
issue of teen gambling and the problems that 
come with it.  Many people have a pre-
conceived idea of what a ”gambler” is and the 
behaviors indicative of problem gambling, but 
have you ever stopped to think about what 
effect gambling may have on our teens?   

 A 2006 New York State school sur-
vey on gambling behaviors and problem gam-
bling among adolescents shows that teen 
gambling is on the rise.  Teens reported in-
creased exposure and access to card games, 
sporting events, games of skill and chance, 
on-line betting, the lottery, dice games, num-
bers and scratch-offs.  Should we begin ask-
ing: Texas hold‘em at lunch in school?  A 
credit card and a computer?  A pair of dice 
and some quarters?   A friendly Friday night 
card game?   Is this my teen? Are these just 
“fun” activities or is there something more? 

 With the initiation of this awareness 
campaign, we hope to open up conversations 
with teens and the adults in their lives. We 
have started with a billboard on Route 690 
East at Midler Avenue and a print ad in a lo-
cal magazine. We plan to reach out to school 
districts, local parenting organizations, and 
community events planners to raise aware-
ness of this problem.  Media exposure is just 
one way to address the issue, coming to-
gether as a community to have tough conver-
sations and confront accepted social norms is 

still ahead. For more information on prevent-
ing teen gambling please contact: 

Larry Sharps, Program Coordinator 
Youth Gambling Prevention Initiative at 315-
471-1359; or 
lsharps@preventionnetworkCNY.org 
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Teen Institute com-
pleted the annual Youth Staff interviews on 
Wednesday June, 24th. Nineteen teens 
from Onondaga County high schools ap-
plied and interviewed for the 12 available 
2009/2010 Youth Staff positions. A diverse 
team of eight interviewers gathered to 
choose this year’s Teen Institute Youth 
Staff. The youth selected signed a one 
year pledge and commitment to the Teen 
Institute program and to maintain and role 
model a substance free healthy lifestyle. 
The Youth Staff help prepare and plan for 
the Teen Institute conference. 

THE 24TH ANNUAL TEEN INSTI-
TUTE CONFERENCE   
 NOVEMBER 5 - 8, 2009 

CAMP LONGPOINT RETREAT 
CENTER IN PENN YAN 

 The interactive, adventure based portion 
of the interview process was graciously 
hosted by Tom Gardner and Rick Erickson 
at the Liverpool Adventure Center. Special 
thanks to Tom and Rick for their talents, 
time and generosity.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TEEN  

INSTITUTE YOUTH STAFF 2009/2010: 
Senior Youth Staff:                                                                                                          

Caroline Myrdek- LaFayette High School                                                                               
Devon Knapp- LaFayette High School                                                                                              
Gina Tantillo- Liverpool High School 

Youth Staff:                                             
Hannah Cuskey- Liverpool High School                                                                                        
Jena Annable- Marcellus High School                                                                              

Katelyn Brown- Baker High School              
Liam Bland- Fabius Pompey High School  
Megan Grosholz- Marcellus High School                                                                                      

Meaghan DeMatties- Westhill High School     
Nick Paccia- Tully High School              

Nicholas Mariani- Tully High School     
Sara Wetzel- Skaneateles High School 

Picture a gambler… 
    See a teen? 




